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SPARE TIIE BIRDS.

BY PEY, 6. W. BETHUNE, D. I,
Spare, spare the gentle Bind,

Nor'do the warbler wrong,
In the green wood is beand

It swoet and gentle soug ;
It zomg sa clear and glad,

Earh list'aer’s heart has stirrod |
And none, however sad,

But blessed that happy bind

And

.l'j_r

when ot early day
wad the dew,
him on the wn¥y

Tarmer
1z met
Wish welcome Llithe and true

So, when at earlyeve
He homewnnd wenis his way
Forsorely wanlil he grieve

To miss the well-loved lay

wha has i.i‘]lt

oer ler wakelul ol '

M mather
Smiled as the haly slopt,

Sooth’dl by its wood notes wild;
And glalle liad £he flung

The cwsetaent opien . free,

A3 the dear warbler sung
From out the honschold tree
Ihe =ik man o 15 heeed
Fureetz b wearind
Anil turns his feoble head
To list  its st that blesy
11 it [ihe # stream

0 steeey from on high,
f musie i the sdream,

['liat ieals the prophet's cve

Cofy ! langh not at my worls,

T warts vonr chillhood's houre;
ly
Cherish the fragile flowers

ri=h the montle hind=

For =inre man was berefi,

OV Panadise, m lears,

(il the sweel things hnth, left.

f'o rheer oareves amd cars,

FFETETT TSR

A Seruox yon Yorxe Lapies —Dow,
Ir. i one of his late seemnns, gives the lol
lowing advice (o Youny Leadivs:

My youny Maidens—1 know you all
whint o 7t ul.‘lrrii'ul s sahn ns= }'.’\ll onter
cens s bot it is Liztter to remain single
wil live upon the cald sutp of solitude than
T REITTY mi-cnr}' and wed woe. | have bt
o peverty stricken opinion ol the majorily ol
They are corrupied by the mis-
tnements of the age, inflarcd with
) tholed by fashion, so afraidof 1le
sui! ont which they live, so given 1o ealtiva
titr whiskers and muosiaches, while their
meslzare in the wost wietched state for
want ol weeding, and so overgrown with hair,
vamty anl laziness, bat seareely one in
:""”'.1-' is worth heing entrusted with a wifp.

AL

tlled rel
Y

e £0

ilivre To Lamss.—Men of scuse—I speak
of boys ol eightecn 1o five and-twanty,
iuringe their age ol defostabiliy—mer who
<« worth the trouble of falling in love with,
nwl the luss and inconvenience of being mar-
rieul to; and to whom one might, alter pome
wiward eonflicts, anda course perhapsof =elf

Liumiliation, sulinit 1o fulfil those ill-contrived
rows of obedieace which are extracted at
the altar—sach men want for their compan-
inne, not dalls ; and women who would suait

eyeh men are juet as enpable of loving fer-
vently, deeply, ns theringletina, full of song
nnd sestiment—who caunot walk—eannot
rike in the morning—eannot tie her honnet
sirmes—litints if she hasto lace her boots—
wever in her life broshed ont ber beautiful
hair—would not, for the world, prick her del-
wate finger with plain sewing ; but whe ean
woi k harder than a tactory girl upon a lamb's
waool shepherdess—dance like a dervise at
Almack's—ride like a foxhonter—and, whilst
every breailiof air gives her eold in her fa

ther's eloomy country-house, and she ecan-
not think hew people can endure this cli-
mate. she can go out lo dinner parties in
February and Mareh, with an inch of slee 7e.
and haltsa- quarter of bodice.—Mrs. Thomp-
son.

not

“ What is your opiuion of our new minis-
ter?” said Mre. Prattle to Mrs. Partington.
«+(" gaud the good lady. *he is nothing but
anignorantramus.  Laet Sunday he preach-
¢ on the parody of the prabable son, and he
aid it was'nt true, but only broughtin to hal-
ucinate n doctrine.—Now, dil you ever?—
Any body can see, from infernal evidence,
that it muetbe true. A preity way to preach
ihe gospel indeed! [ mn't going to eit any
longer under the droppings ofsuch 2 ganclo-
ars ns that™ So the old lady put en her
#peciacles in greal indignation, and read the
patahle azain, out ol the family bible from
begining to end, with great satisfaction.

“A fraz” says Professor Pump, *F is an
amphibious animal, as vat likers on cold wa-
ter, consckwently inwented the teelotle soci-
cty. Healways walks with a jump, fie does;
and ven he sits down he has to stand vp.—
Dewnz a lover of pative melodies, he gives
free concerls every night, he does, himself.
e perwides musie for the million, which
has been so enlled because it is usually heard
inthe mill-pond. He is a varminl wat aint
=0 bad when broiled on a griddle. No, sir-
Tee-

What a power there is in Innocence;
whose very belplessnees is itz safeguard—in

MISCELLANRY.

e ——

From G-n;mn’a Magazine.
BATTLE OF FORT MOULTRIE.*

BY CHARLES J. TETERSON.

WaEN the news of the battle of Lexington
reached Charleston, South Carolina rose in
commotion. The provincial Cengress, which
had adjourned, immediately re-assembled—
I'wo regiments of foot and one of horse were
onlered to be raised; measures were taken to
procure powder; and every preparation made
for the war which was now scentobe inevita-
ble. A danger of a vital character speedily
threatened the colony. This was its invasion
by the British ; a project which had long been
entertained by the royal generals. To pro-
vide in time for defesting it, Congress had dis-
patched General Lee to the South. It was
not until the beginning of the summer of 1776,

bowever, that the encnry’s armament set sail
from New York, conxi.!lh:g of a large fleet of |
transports with a competent land force, com- |
manded Ly Sir Henry Clinton, and  attended
by a sqadron of nine men-of-war, led by Sir
Peter l'nrkur. On the arrival of this expedi-
tion ofl the cosast, all was terror and confusion
among the South Carclinians. Energetic
measures were, however, adopted to repel the
attack.

To defend their capital the inhabitants eon-
structed on Sullivan’s lsland, near the en-
trance of their harbor, and about four miles
from the city, a rude fort of palmetto logs, the
command of which was given to Col. Moultrie.
Never, perhaps, was amore inartificial defence
relied on in so great an emergency. The
form of the fort was square, with a bastion at
each angle ; it was built of Jogs based on each
other in parallel rows, at a distance of sixteen
feet.  Other logs wore bound together at fre-
quent intervals with fimber dove-tailed and
bolted into them.  The spaces  between were |
tilled up with sand. “I'he merlons were faced
with .-Hmctm loes.  All the industry of the
l,'nmEnians, however, was insuflicient to com-
plete the fort in time; and when the Dritish
fleet entered the harbor, the defences were lit-
tle more than a single front facing the water.
The whole toree of Col. Moultrie was four
hutdred and thiriv-five, rank and file; his ar-
mament consisted of nine French twenty-sixes,
fourteen English eightecns, nine twelve seven
nine pounders. Finding the fort could be
casily enfiladed, Gen. Lee advised abandoning |
it ; Lt the governor refused, telling Moultrie
to keep his postuntil he himeelf ordered the re-
treat. Moultsie, on lis part, required no urg-
ing to adopt this more heroic course. A spec-
tator happening to say, that in halfan bour the

enemy would knock tha fort to pieces, * Thon™
replied Moultrie, undauntedly, “wo  will lie
lucL‘.ur! the muins, and prevent their men from
landing.”  Tee with many fears left the Is-
laned, and reparing to his camp on  the main
innil, prepared to cover the retreat of the gar-
rison, which be considered inevitahle.

There was, perbaps, more of bravado than
of suund military policy in attacking this fort
at all, since the English fleet might easily have
run the gauntlet of it,as was done a fow vears
later. Dot Fort Monltrie was destined to be
to the navy what Bunker Il bl been to the
army. [t was in consequence of excress of
seorn for his enemy, that Sir  Peter Parker,
dislyining to leave such a place in his rear,
resolved on its total demolition. He had no
Toult but that, in an bour at the utmost, he
coulil make the unpracticed Carolinians glad |
to sue f= peace on any terms.  Accordingly

on the 25th of June, 1776, he entered the har-

bor, in all the parade of his proud slips, nine

in number, and drawing up abreast the fort,

anil began a furious cannonade.  Meanwhile
terror reimed  in Charleston.  As the sound
af the first sun went hooming over the waters
towarid the town, the frembling inhalitaots
who had Leen erowding the wharves and lining
the housetops since early morning, turne
pale with ominous forebodings.  Nor werethe
fuelings of the defenders of the fort less anx-
ione.  Looking off) over the low island inter-
vening Letween them and the city, they eould
se¢ the aleaming walls of their distant homes;
and their imaginations conjured up the pic-
ture of those dear habitations given to the
flamses, as another Charlestown had been, a
twelve-month Liefore, andhe still dearer wives
that inhabited them, east honseless vpon the

sl watched the hanglhty approach of the enc-
my, a1 every moticn betraying confidence of

words of their leader, by perishing, if need
were, under the ruins of the fort.

One by oue the British men-ef-war gallant-
Iy approached the stations asvigned them, Sir
Peter Parker, in the Bristol, leading the van.

close after, and both drapped their anchors in
succession directly abreast the fort.  The oth-
er frigates followed, and ranged themselves as
supports. The remaining vessels were still
working up to their stations, when the first
gun was fired, and instantly the battle begun.
The quantity of powder on the island  being
small, five thousand pounds in all, there was
an absolute necessity that there should be no
waste.  Aecordingly, the field officers pointed
the pieces in person, and the words “ look to
the commodore—look to the two-deckers!”
passed along the lines,  Theronflict soon grew
terrific.  The balls whistled above the hends
of the defenders, and hombs fell thick and fast
within the fort; yet, in the excitoment of the
moment, the men secomaod totally unconeious
of danger. Oceasionally = shot from one of
their cannon, striking the hull of the flag-ship,
would send the splinters flying into the air;
and then a loud huzza woulid burst from those
who worked the guns; but,except in instances
like this, the patriots fought in stern and sol-
emn silence.  Opnee, when it was seen that
the three mon-of-war working up to join the
conflict, had bhecome entangled among the
shoals, and would not probably be enabled to
join in the fight, ageneral and prolonged cheer
went down the line, and taken up a second
and third time, rose, like an exhulting stram,
over all the uproar of the strife.
The incessant cannonade soon darkened the
t, the smoke Iving packed along the
gurface of the water ; while a thousand fiery
tongues, as from some handred-headed mon-
ster, shot out incessantlr, and licking the air
a moment, wore e forever. Occasionally
this thick, eloudy veil concealed all bot the
spars of the enemy from sight, and then the
tall masts scemed rising, by some potent spell,
out of nothing ; accasionally the terrific explo-
sions would rend and tear asunder the curtain,
and, for an instant, tha black halls would loom
cut threateningly, and then disappear.

Whose presence even passion himeell stands

abushed and turns worsh; :
tar he came 1o despoil. ipper atthe very al

* From a work now in press, and shortly tohe
 published, entitled “ The Mititary Heroes of the
| \uffrdﬁrr!a. By C..J. Peterson, 2 vols. Bro, 500
(pp
J

let go his anchors with springs upon his cables, |

world. As they turmed from this  spectacle, |
' entered the cabin of Sir Peter Marker’s shiL-.

success, their eves kindled with indignant feel- |
ings, and they silently swore to make good the |

The Experiment, another fifty gun ship, came |
|

MIDDLEBURY,

roar of three hundred guns shook the island
and fort unremittingly : the water that washed
the sand-beach, gasped with a quick ebb and
flow, under’ the concussions Higher and
higher, the sun mounted to the zenith, yet
still the battle continued. The heat was ex-
cessive ;but casting aside their coats, the men
breathed themselves o minute, and returned
to the fight The city was now hidden from
view, by low banks of smoke, which extend-
ing right and left along the water, bonnded the
horizon on two sides. Yet the defenders of
the fort still thought of the thousands anxious-
Iy watching them from Charleston. or of the
wives and mothers, trembling at every explo-
sion for the lives of those they loved.  Omc of
their number soon fell mortally wounded.—
Gasping and in ageny, he was  carried by.—
“ Do mot give up,” he had still strength to say;
“you are fighting for liberty and country."—
Who that heard these words could think of
surrender ?

Noon came and went, vet still the awful
struggle continued. Saddenly a shot struck
the flag-staff, and the banner, which had wav-
ed in that lurid atmesphere all day, fellon the
beach outside the fort. For a moment there
wasa pause, as il at a presage of disaster—
Then a grenadier, the brave and immortal
Serjeant Jasper, sprang upon the parapet,
leaped down to the beach, and passing along
nearly the whole front of the fort, ex o
the full fice of the enemy, deliberately cut off
the bunting from the shattered mast, called
for a sponge staff to be thrown to him, and ty-
ing the flag to this, clambered up the ramparts
and replaced the banner, amid the cheers of
hig companions, Far away, in the city, there
those who saw, throogh their telescopes, the
fall of that flag ; and, as the news went around,
a chill of horror froze every heart, for it was
thought the place had surrendered.  But soon
a slight stafl was seen uplified at one of the
angles : it bore, clinging 1o it, something like
banting : the breeze strack it, the bundle un-
rolled, it was the flag of America! Hope
danced neain  through every beart. Some
burst into tears; some laughed histerically;
some gave way to outcries and-huzzas of de-
light.  As the hours wore on, however, new
causes for apprehension arose. The fire of
the fort was perceived to slacken. Could it
be that its brave defenders, afler such a glori-
ous strugple, had at last given in? Again
hope yielded to doubt, almost to despair; the
feeling was the more terrible from the late ex-
hilaration. Already, in funcy, the enemy was
scen approaching the ecity. Wives began
trembling for their husbands, who had render-
od themselves conspicuous on the patriotic
side : mothers clasped their infants, whose sires,
they thought, had perished in the fight, and,in
silent agony, prayed God to  protect the fath-
erless.  Thus pnssed an hourof the wildest
anxiety and alarm. At last intelligence was

| brought that the fire had slackened only for

want of powder; that a supply bad since been
=ocured ; and that the cannonade would soon
be resumed.  In a short time these predictions
were verified, and the air again shook with
distant concussions. Thus the afternoon pass-
ed.  Sunset approached, yet the fight raged.
Slowly the great luminary of day sank in the
west, and twilight, cold and calm, threw its
shadows across the waters ; vet still the fight
raged. 'The stars came out, twinkling slmrr
and clear, in that half tropical sky: vet still
the fight raged. The hum of the day had
now subsided, and the cicada was heard trill-
ing its note on the night-air, all was quict
and serene in the city : yet stili the fight raged.
The dull, keavy reports of the distant artil-

! lery boomed londer across the water, and the

dark enrtain of smoke that nearly concealed
the ships and fort, grew Juminous with inces-
sant flashes.  The fight still rged. At last
frequency of discharges perce tibly lessened,
and pgradually, toward ten o'clock, ceased al-
| together.  T'he ships of the enemy were now

seen wmoving from their position, and making
| their way slowly, as if erippled and weary, out
| of the harbior : and, at that sight, most of the
population, losing their anxiety, returned to
their dwellings ; thongh crowds still lined some
of the wharves, waifing for authentic messen-
gers from the fight, and peering intothe gath-
ering gloom, to deteet the approach of the first
boat.

The los of the enemy had been excessive.
The flag-ship, the Bristol. had forty-four men
falled, and i[uhirly wonnded: the Experiment,
another fifty gun ship,fifty seven killed, and
thirty wounded.  All' the shirs were much
cut up: the two-deckers terribly so; and one
of the frigates, the Acteon, rusning aground,
was burnt.  The last shot fired from the fort

cut down two young officers whe were drin
ing there, and passing forward, killed three
gatlors on the main-deck, then passed out and
buried itself in the sea.  The loss on the A-
meriean side was irconsiderable ; twelve killed,
and about twenty-five wounded. During the
battle, the earnest zeal of the men was ocea-
sionally relieved by moments of merriment.—
A coat, having becn thrown on the top of one
of the merions, was canght hy a shot, and
lodlged in a tree, at which sight a general peal
of lnnghter was heard. Moultrie sat coolly
=moking his pipe during the conflict, occasion-
ally taking it from his mouth to issue an order.
Once, while the battle was in progress, Gener-
al Lee came off to the island, but, finding cv-
ery thing so prosperous, soou mtt!mcd 1o lhis
enmp. The supply of powder which was ob-
tained during the bavle, and which enahled
the patriots to resume the fight, was procured
part from a schooner in the harbor, part from
the city. Unbounded enthnsinsm, on the side
of the inhabitants, hailed the gallaut defend-
ers of the fort after the victory © Moultrie re-
ecived the thanks of Congress, was elevated
to the rank of brigadier-general, and was hon-
ared by having the post he had defended call-
ed after his name. A stand of colors was pre-
sented by Mrs. Elliot, to the men of his regi-
ment, with the belief, she said, * that they
| would stand by them, as long as they could
wave in the air of liberty.” It was in guard-
ing these colors, and perhaps in the recollee-
tion of her words, that the brave Serjeant Jas
per lost his life, subsequently, at the siege of
| Savannah.

Tue Asti-takive-Bassesasto-Poss
L1C-ASSENBLIES-SoctiTy.—A meeting of
| this highly respectahle association was
| held at their rooms. Mr. Job Smith, a
| worthy and athletic bachelor was called to

the chair, and the nsual quantity of vices

and soeretaries appointed. The commit-
| tee, appointed at a previous meeting, res
| ported the following as the principles of
| the society :— =
| 1. We consider the practice of taking
| infanis into public assemblies, coacerts,
| &c., as an evil that eries aloud for remedy-

2. While we would not breathe the
faintest reproach towards the highiy res
spectable class of the community who of-
ficiate as nurses, we strongly protest a

gainst their taking their babies into pub-
lic meetings, knowing as we do, that it
can only be done by a resort to arms.

3. While we acknowledge thata large
majority of our fellow creatures are, or
have been once babies, we consider 1t to
he a fact that it is a very small minority
who suppurt these crying gvils,

4. W cannot shut our ears to the nu-
merons evidences of this evil ; indeed we
have known instances of late when it was
found impossible with the largest church
organ, ta drown (not the child itself) but
the shrill, organic notes of the child. We
protest against such notes.

5. We pledge ourselves Lo use our uts
most exertions to carry out the above
principles,

After reading of the principles of the
society, Mr. Dunn Brown rose from sn
mverted cradle, on which he was sitting,
and moved their adoption, which motion
was carried, amid shouts of the assembled
bachelors.

A committee of fourteen was then ap~
pointed, whose duty it is to carry out the
objects of the society. It isto be hoped
that not a single man will be found in
the city who will not join this interesting
association. .

From the Nutional Int-lligencer.
PRIVATE LETTER TO MAJOR
JACK DOWNING.

Post-Office, Downingrille, State of Maine, June
S0, 1848,

Dean Nernew :—Sein our army is abeut
hreakin up in Mexico and coming home, I thought
that the best chance to get a letter 1o you would
be to get your old friends, Mr. Gales and Senton,
to send it on that way, and may be it might come
across you somewhere on the road, if so be vou
are still in theland of the living. Your aunt Ke-
zinh is in a great worriment about you, and is very
much frightened for fear somethin has happened,
because we haven't heard nothin from you since
yuour last letter. I try to pacifly ber, and tell her
the fighting was all over, and nothin to do butto
finish up the court martial the last time you writ,
and that there isn’t agoing to be no more annex-
in till Mr. Cass comes in President, ard youll
soon be along.  Dut all wont pacify her; she's as
ungasy as a fish out of water, and says she lays a-
wake half the night thinking of them garillas, for
fear they've got hold of you. So I hope you'll
write home ns s00n as possibleand let us know
whether you are dead or alive, and set your aunt
Keziah's heart to rest.

For my part, I hope you will hurry along back
as fast u$ you can.  Our politics is very much
mixed op and in & bad way about the Presidenhy.
It would puzzle a Philadelphy lawyer to tell how
it's comin out. It wasa very unlucky hit when
President Polk sent old Zach Taylor down 1o
Mexico, He wasn't the right man. But, then
I *spose Mr. Polk had no idea of what sort of a
chap he had got hold of. Jrean’t be helped now,

it's but like to be the rin of our . The
Democratic haint seen a well day since
Taylor first é’;ﬂm his Paily Alto battles; and

now we are all shiverin as a8 if we had the
fover and agy. 1dont know, afterall, Lut this
unnexin Mexico will tam out to be sn unlacky
blow to the party; for whatwillit profit the Dem-
ocratic party if they gainthe whole world and lose
the Presidency ’l esce, the Whigs have put up
Taylor for President; and it has completcly
knocked us all into a cocked hat, There isn't
one-half of us that knows where we stan or which
WAY We are ﬁi:l; nnd there isnt a party fence in
the country is high enough to keep our folks
from jumping over. They are getting kind of
cruzy, and seem to fecl s if old  Hickory had goi
hack again, and they was all mnning to vote for
him. The whigs laugh and poke fun stus, and
suy that they huve got as good a right to have n
Hickory ns we Democratics have. We put up
Gineral Cass first, and thought we shmﬂrfl CArTY
it all hollow ; for he's a streng man and took n
good deal of pains to make the party like him all
over the country,  And if the Whigs had done as
they onght to. nnd put up Clay. or any one that
they had a right to put up, we should & carried
the day without any trouble. FBut the conduct
of the Whigs has heen shameful in this business.
Instead of taking & mun that fairly belonged to
‘em, they lnve grabbed hold of a man that gotall
his popularity ont of our war, nnd was under the
ay of onr Admiuistration, and has beenmade and
milt np by our party, and the Whigs had 0o more
business with him than ther had with the man in
the moon.  Bat, for all that, the Whigs had the
impudence tonominate him. Well, that riledour
water all up. so we couldn’t sce the bottom no-
where. But we soon found there was a shiftin
and whirlin of currents, andfthe wind and the tide
was settin us on the rocks, in spite of us. We
soon see that old Rough and Ready, as they call
him, wag agoin 1o be too much for Cass. But, as
we was all making np onr mind that it was o gone
qouse with us, Mr. John Van Buren, of York
State—he's a smart feller. a son of President Van
Buren, and a chip of the old block—he singy ont,
“Don't give up the ship vet; if one hoss aint c-
noagh to draw the load, Hitch on another”  Well,
the idea seemed to take; and they stirred round
and gat up another Convention at Utiea, in York
State, 1o see who they should put up, and they all
pitched upon President Van Buren.  Mr. \:'l.n
Buren patted them on the shoulder, and told ‘em
to have mooil cournge and zo ahead, for they was
on the right track, but they must bitch on some-
body else besides him, fur he had made up his
mind fonr vears ago not (o take hold again, But
they siuck to him, with tearsin their eves, amd
told him there wasn't another man in the coun-
try that could deaw like him_along side of Cass,
amd if he still had any patriotism for the party
left he mustn’t say no. And they worked upon
his feelins so much that at_Iast be didn’t say no.
So now we've got two cansdidates, Cass apd Van
Buren, and good strung ones, 106, both of ‘em :
and if we cant whip Taylor, I think it is a pity.
I know ns well as 1 want to that we shall give
hine a pesky hard tug. Seme are afraid we aint
handly strong em'gi ret. and they've called an-
otler Convention to meet in Buffalo the 6th of
August, to put up another Q‘flﬂl'ildlt!'. nl:l:l oth.
ers are faint-hearted about i, it's all no kind of
use: we may put ap twenty rancidates. and Tay-
lor will whip the wholelot; it'sa way he has; he
alwaysdid jnst so in Mexico. 1f they brought
tweniy to one agin him, itmade noodds, he whipt
the whole ring, from Pally Alto to Bona Vis-
ta.

S0 yvou see what sort of a pickle we're in, and
how much we need your help just now, Dutthere
is one thing 1 have on my mind pretty strong.
Yon know this appointment in the Downingvi
Post Office, that yom got Gincral Jackson to give
me. has always been a great comfortto me, and it
would be a sad blow to meto lose it now in my
old age. I wish yon would make it your way to
call and see Gen. Taylor as yon come along home
and try to find out how he toels towards me; be-
canse, i be is to leMbo 1 lnb!il!::;r'.nl %tnx
any use there wost iy ny
off for the sake of opposing his election. And 1
dont think that patriotism to the party requires it:
and T'm sare prudence dont. .

When voa get to Washingtoneall and see Mr.
Riche and uyg:n comfort him ; I'm told the dear
old n is working to hard for his strength
—ont a nights in the rin, with a lantern in his
hand, heading the campaign. Try to persuade
him to be calm and takegood care of himsell.

. Galaxy.
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And be sure and ask him how the Federals are
goin this election, for we cant find out any thing
ahout it down here. I used to know how to keep
run of the Federals, but now there is so many
parties, the Democrats, and Whigs, and Hunkers,
and Barnburners, and Abolition folks, and Pro-
viso folks, mll eris-crossin oneanother, that I have
my match to keep the run of 'em.  But your annt
Kezinh says the clock has struck, and I must
close the mail.
So I remain your loving unele,
JOSHUA DOWNING, PM.

MR. MARSII'S ADDRESS,
Delivered before the Agricultural Society of
Rutland County, September 30, 1847,

{ Concluded.)

There is not perhaps room for so sanguine
expectations, in regard to increasing the varie-
ty of our domestic animals. We are probably
acquainted with all the quadrupeds hitherto
domesticated by man, and of these, it is cer-
tain that few not already introduced into Eu-
Mfmn and American husbandry ean be profit-
ably added to the numbers we already pos
sesi. The powerful elephant requires the
warm femperature sud abundant vegetable
fond of the tropics; the butlalo s 1o
superiority over our common black cattle, and
we have no localities suited to the curivos-
Iy peculiar structure of the camel, though it is

ible that animal might thrive on the sands
of the South or the great prairies of the Sonth-
west, and there s strong reason to suppose,
that the alpaca may be naturslized and reared
with profitin many parts of Europe, as well as
the American Union. The erigin of our do-
mestie fowls and quadrupeds is involved in
the same obseurity as that of ur cereal grains.
Some of them are not known to exist, or to have
ever existed, in a will state, and we are atlib-
erty, even apart from the evidence of seript-
ure, to sup that new-born man found him-
self at his first awakening surrounded by the
grain of our fiells; and the sheep of our pas-
tures. The variety of tame fowls, on the oth-
er hand, might in all probability be considern-
bly increased, and the suceess which has at-
tended the domestication of the turkey, gives
encouragement for trying the same exponi-
ment with other gallinaceous birds. It is ob-
vious, however, that the chief improvements
in husbandry are to be expected from ke con-
tinued applieation of natural science to the
resolution of yet undatermined problems in
vegetable physiology, and from the employ-
ment of new agents as stimulants of growth.
Amaong these, are various mmneral substances
and clemical preparations, and not least, the
clectric fluid, which is known to exercize a
powerful influcnce upon vegetation, though
under conditions too obscure to be yet wellap.
preciated. In these researches, the man of
science must precede the operstive farmer,
and theories must be digested in the clos-
et, before they are redoced to practice in
the ficld. But in- the mean time, there is a-
bundant ropm for improvement in the use of
means already known and familiar. 1 may
wention the better economy of manures, and
particularly, the saving, for this purpose, of the
various highly fertilizing substances, which are
produced in our common household operations:
the intreduction of improved agricultural im-
plements , the drainage of the soil, which not
only restores waste lands to agriculture, butis
an ymportant means of securing the farmer a-
gainst the great enemy of his the frosts
of autumn and spring; the extirpation of thie
tles and other weeds, and the destruction of
noxious insects: the boring of artesian wells
for supplying our dry Jmmru; the use of
hedges on some soils, and even of iron in oth-
er localities, instead of our common costly and
perishable wooden fences, and especially the
substitution of the cheap mechanical power of
water and of wind for manual labor.

It islittle to the eredit of onr agrienlturists that
the greatest progress in these and other mxdl-
ern improvements shoald have Leen made by

rsons not bred to agricultural |mr-,‘m:ls, and
it has often been smd that mechanes, mer-
chants and professional men make in the end
the best farmers. I there is any truth inthis
opinion, it is probably becans=e these persons,
commencing their new calling at a peried of
life when judgment is mature, tied down by
habit to no Blind routine of antiquated prae-
tiee, and ridden by no nightmare of heredita-
ry prejudice in regard to partivular modes of
rull:ivnlinn. are conscious of the necessity of
observation and reflection, in an oecupation,
the successful pursuit of which uires o
muel of both, and feel themselves at liberty to
select such processesas are commended by the
results of actual experience, oraccord with the
known laws of vegetable phylinlogy. Under
such circumstances, a judicioss mun, enconr-
aged by the stimulus of novelty, would be like-
Iy to study the subject with earnestness, ani
to profit by his own errors, as well as by the
experience of others.

Eﬂm are ceriain other improvements con-
nected with agriculture, to which I desire to
draw your special attention. One of these ie
the introduction of a better economy in the
management of our forest lands.  The increas-
ing value of timber and fuel ought toteach us,
that trees are no Jonger what they were in our
father's time, sn incumbrance. We have nn-
doubtedly already a larger proportion of clear-
ed land in Vermont than would be required,
with propeg culture. for the support of a much
greater lation than we now possess, and
every additional acre both lessens our means
tor thorough hushandry, by disproportionate-
Iy extending its area, and deprives succeeding
generations of what, thongh comparatively
worthless to us, would be of great value to
thein. The fuonctions of the forest, hesides
supplying timber and fuel, are very various.
The conducting powers of trees vender them
highly useful in restoring the disturbed aqui-
librium of the electric fluid ; they are of great
value in sheltering and protecting mare ten-

der vegetables against the destructive effects
of bleak orparching winds, and the annual de.
posit of the folivge of decidnous trees, and the

decomposition of their decaying trunks, formn
an accumulation of vegetable mould, which
gives the est fertility to the aften ongi-
pally barren soils on which they grow, and en-
riches lower grounds by the wash from rains
and the melting snows. The inconveniences
resulting from a want of foresight in the econ-
omy of the forest are already severcly felt in
many parts of New E d,and even in some
of the older townsin Vermont. Steep hill-
sides and rocky ledges are well suited to the
permanent growth of wood, bat whea in the
rage for improvement they are improvidently
stripped of this protection, the action of sun
and wind and ran soon deprives them of their
thip coating of vegetable mould, and this, when
exhausted, cannot bo restored by ordinary hus-
bandry. &‘v rm'n.lherdc!r&en barren and
unsightly blots, producing neither.grun nor
grass,and yielding no L of nox-
1ous wesd{. to i:ﬁﬂ, m Mm seeds
she richer arable grounds below. But this is
by no means the only evil rsulting from the
injudicious destruction of the wi Forests

serve as reservoirs and equalizess of humidity.
In wet seasons, the decayed leaves and spongy
soil of woodlands retain a large proportion of
the falling rairs, and give back the muistare
m time of drought, by evaporation or through
the medinm of springs.  They thus both check
the sudden flow of water from the surfhce in-
to the streams and low groumds, and prevent
the drought of summer from parching onr pas
tures and drving up the rivulets which water
them. On the other hand, where too large a
proportion of the surfice is bared of wood, the
action of the summer sun and winld scorches
the hills which are no longer shaded or shel-
tered by trees, the springs and rivulets that
found their supply in the bibulous il of the
forest disappear, and the farmer is obliged to
surrender his moadows to his eattle, which
can no longer find food in his pastures, and
sometimes even to drive them miles for water.
Again, the vernal and autompal rmins. and
the melting snows of winter, no longer inter-
eepted and absorbed by the leaves or the open
soil of the woods, but falling everywhere upon
a comparatively hanl andeven surfuce, flow
swiftly over the smootl ground, wnshing away
the vegetable mould as they seek their natural
outlets, fill every ravine with a torrent, and
convert every river info an ocean. 'The sud-
denness and violence of our freshets incroas-
es in proportion as the soil is cleared 3 Lridges
are washed away, meadows swept of their
crops and fenees, and covered with barren
sund, or themselves abiraded by the fury of
the current,and there is reason 1o fear that the
valleys of many of our streams will soen be
converted from smiling meadows into Lroail
wastes of shingle and gravel and pebbles, des-
erts in summer, and sexs in autumn and spring.
The changes, which these canses have wronsh
in the physical geograpliy of Vermont, within
a single generation, are too  striking to have
escaped the attention of any cbserving person,
andevery muddle-aged man who revisits his
birth-place after a fuw vears of absonee, looks

thread ofinterval that skirts the widened chan-
nel of the rivers, scem sad substitutes for the
pleasant groves and brooks and broad mead-
ows of hs ancient paternal domain.  If the
present value of timber and land will not justi-
fy the artifivial re-planting of grounds injudi-
ewusly cleared, at least nature ought to Le al-
lowed 1o re<clothe them with a ;']w-nlnm.-nus
growth of wood, and in onr futare husbandry
amore careful selection should be made of
land for permanent improvement. It has long
been a practice in many parts of Europe, as
well as in our older settlements, to cut the
forests reserved for timber and fuel, at stated
intervals, It is quite time that (his praciice
should be introduced smong wse Afler the
first felling of the origing] forest it i= indeed a
long time before ite place s supplicd, because
the roots of old and full grown trees seldom
throw up shoots, but when the seeond  gromb
is once established, it may le cut with great

vears, and yichls a material, jo every respect
bat size, far superior to the wood of the prim-
itivetree. Inmany FKuropean countries, the
economy of the forest is reguisted by law,

rather in practice constitutes law, we can only
appeal to an enlightened self-intervst to intro-
duce the reformw, clhieck the abuses, aod pre

mentioned.
There is a branely of rural industry hitherto not
much attended to smong ue, hut to the soviul amvl

upon another landscape than that which form. | forees of nature, for the purpose of sim pl

advantage, at periods of about twenty-five||

. . » 1
but here, where public opinion determines, or |

serve us from an increase of the evils 1 have!

|
ety dwellings, and the wasteful eronomy of the

Southern planter, little tor adfmire in the tamemo-
notony of a bowndless prairie, "aml little 1o enties
inthe rode domestic arangzements, the coarse
fave and the coarsermanners of the Western squat-
ter. A youth will not readily abandon the or-
chard he has dressed, the flowering hrubs which
he has nided his sisters to rear. the fruit or shade
tree planted on the day of hie bith, and whose
thrifty growth he has regarded with as much prideo
as his own incrense of sintne ; and whe shat has
been taught 1o gare with an silmiring eye on the
unrivalled lnndscapes unfolied from eur evers hill,
where lnke, and jslund, aod mountain end rock,
aud well-tilled field, aml evergreen weod  mmd
purling brook, anid cheerful home of man ore pre-
semted atdue distance and in fuirest proportion,
wonlld exchange snel scemnes 23 these, for the mi-
y f"-‘u2hs. the puny gruves, the slimy streams,
which alone diversify tlio dead uniformity of Wis-
comsin and Winois ! :

I bave now shewn, Thope, rather by sug-
gestion than by argument, that the profession
of ngriculture in this age and land is an  hon-
orable, and in its troe spirit, an clovated and
an enlightened calling : 1 bave adverted toits
importance As an instrument of priwury civi-
lization, endeavoreil to indicate its present
position s an art, and hinted at it future
wpes and encourngements. It only remains
for me to suy a word on that other great bruneh
of m-hr.-‘h;f. the promotion of which is one of
your leading olijects, the arts of conreysion,
namely, or s they are more generally called,
the mechunic pris. :

Altbough these aris are practised to some
extent by the rudest savnevs; ns 1 said at the
outset, vet they donotin sencral attaln 1o any
considerble dearee of !n;rl‘n-utiun, unfil seri-
culture has made great slvances, sl a5 thev
arethe last of the industeal arts to Le fulls
l!ru:lh]»r'll. soare they the oltimate materiat
means, by which the pawer and  wenlth, nud
h:ﬁtlﬂﬂrt_&! of social man ave  eartel 1o their
highest pitch.  The distinetion Ietwes n agri-
[ eulture and proper miechanie art may b thne
{statedd.  'The one avails iteelf of the « .

2

ed the theatre of bis vouthful toils and ]-]--nu-" produetion and  maltiplication; the oiher ome
nres.  The signs of artificial improvement are | ploys the tavre powertnl inorganic forees for
mingled with the tokens of improvident waste, | the conversion of
and the bald and barren hills, the dry beds of | Siapes. The mech
the smaller strenms, the ravine furrowed ont | 72 direetly from the hand of
by the torrents of spring, and the diminished | form, character and propertivs of the Ene

ural fomms into artificial
e derives the raw msle-
e, vt “he

duct are -lclvnuiu«]( by buman contrivance,
sometimes relring npos the plistie power of
the hand, and at other times alded v atpyal
torees, which man has learned to guide sud
control.—Out of a mas of fron, the ot oan
can forge at his pleasure, a swonlorn plough-
shere. He can fashion firom a block of wouwl
aspinning-wheel or 8 heathen jdol. Witk a
flask of mercury, hie can silver a mirror, sup=
pl¥ & hespital with & months rleck of ealomel,
or extraet from ore and dross an ingot ol wokdy
He can coin that same gold into repobliean
engles, or roval sovercigns, =il with it the
dome ofn mosiue or a eapitol or draw it ostinto
wire andl twist it inte 2 ludss necklaes. Ue
can comvert a bale of cotton into wmae®n that
shall rixal the fineness ol the spider’s web, eun-
wass andl cardage for a ship of the line, or an
explosive substance, an ounve of whivh shall
rend that 5]|i|l into ten thousamd frasments
He can bew trom the dead marble & olimnee-
iece for a palace or 2 cotrage, the mawo-
iwum of a Napoleon, s buptismal fout, or the
speaking statue of a Washington. The whdle
arf of the agriculiurist on the oiber hand is
exhansted in the multiplication of rortain rat-
ural products all sulstantially ike the origi-
nal, Herw the seeid from the storehonse of the
sower hecomes as it were the raw material, or
rather the model, snd natnre is the artifieer,
whom man compels to repeat and reproduce
the works of her own mysterions cunning.
‘The labors of the agricalturist are confined to-
the production and slight unprovement of the

economical importance of which we are Leginning | eomparshively few natural forms which lio has
to be somewhnat awuke. [ refer to the a;_n'l'ruluil' lesirnesd to make sulservient 1o his own uses;
amd profitable art of horticulture,  The m-:slﬂ'ra-fl thie toils and olijects of the wechanic are ne
this art is probably to be aseribed 160 the opininn, ,
thut the products of the garden o the fmityand
are to he ;'e(nnh-d ruthier as condiments or gar-
wishings than as nntritions foml, ns something i : %

ealeuluted to tickle the palate, not to strumsthien ‘_Mf"' I:;"I"'.'I""[r-‘" diverse 2= are their ofi-
the system : as belonging in short to the depurr Jeets and their processes, there is neither in-
ment of omament, not w that of wiility. This| TRPEnce s competition ; each depenidynp-
isan wofmtunate error.  The tendones of our|oh anid % inturn helpfol 1o the other, and
cold climate is tn ereato an inondinate” appetite | prosperity bas crowned no country, which Las
for snimal food, we hahitually consume muck too | adapted s legidation exclusiseiy 10 the en-
!n.rgr n proportion of thar stimolating :vTilnrlm conmazement of either. As o genera’ rale, it
T'his, l"ll:!fl we rompare the relative cost of o giv- | mny Det wiid that mechanical operations alsork
en quantity of nutritive matier olitained from an- 1y yugeh larger smonnt of agricultural produts
imals amd r;;:elnh_hi(, :r.-n.n rver_vl il rr‘nt. = \hin mere agriculiore constmes of the resnlis
conomy, and considerations of henlth most clear- | o pagienl Jabor, and therefore the s

diversified a5 the wante and the inventive ea-
pacity of mian.
nt lmtweon  these twn oreat branches of

I¥ indicate the expediency of increasing the pro
portion of onr frudt amd vegetable dict. We can-|
not in this latitwle expect to rivnl the pomona of |
more favored climes, but in most situations, we
may, with little Iabor or CXPCnSe, TeaT priehy oy
vanety of fruite as to supply our tahles with a

succession of delicious  and  heabthful  viands

thronghout the entireyenr. It is for s o lapps

circnmstance, thiut most fruits attain their highest

perfection near the northern limitof their growth, |
and though the fig und peach cannot be nutnral- |
iredd among ne, we may, to say nothing of the!
smaller fruits, snceessfully enltivate the finer va-
rietics of the apple, the pear aml even the
graje.

mestic architecture, which shall combine eonven-

well arrangetl and well provortioned building |
ctsts no more than o misshapen disjointed struect
ure, anid commodity and comfort may be had at
as chenp arate as inconvenience and confusion.
Neither is a lintle expendditure in ornsment thrown

furnish a better material for fuel or
nses than the spontancons forest growth. The
hahit of domestic orler, romfort, and neatness
will be found 1o have wvery fusomble influence |
on the manner in which the oatdoor uperations |
of hushandry are rondocted

extend to his stubles, his barms, hit granarics, sni
hid fields. 105 beasts will be well lodged and
cared for, his meadows free from stumps, and bri
ars and bushes, and the strength of his fences
will seenre him agninst the tresspusses of his thrife-
less neighbor’s urmly eattle.  Another consider-
tion, which most strongly recommends attention
to erder and comfort and beanty, indomestic and |

a sentiment, of which the ente
turont Yankee has im general, far too

1 natural associ o of his na- |
tive New Eogland. Tomake our homes in them- |
selves desiralde i« the most effectual means of |
compensating for that rude climage which gives
us three winters cach vear—twe Seuthern, with
a Siberian interenlated between—and of _armiug
our children agninst the tempting attructions of |
the milder sky and les< labonous life of the Sonth,

mont who has enjoyed, beneath the paternsl roof.
the blessings of a evmfortable and well ardered |
home, and whose eye has been trained to appreci- |

hands have perhaps 10 embellih, will find

| haliant of the State.
Another mode of raral improvement may be | the mannfactare of which is simple, and re-
fitly mentionesd in eonpeetion with this last. 1| Quires less nunipolation, the disproportion be-
refer to the introduction ef a better style of do- | tween the quantity of raw material produced

liv one fmlt‘l
tenee, warmth, and reasonable embwllishment, ‘\-uf.wturrris even greator; xod 8 wimiine yrule

house is meatly and mstefally constructed and ar- | great and
ranged, will never be = sovenly agricnlturist. | agricultunist.
The onder of hiz dwelling and his ecourtyurd will | ing new uses, and Ilmmh‘v exiending ghe de-

ate the charms of rural besutr. which his own | A8®
T | country ‘whose yet undevels

littie to please in the dovenly hosbandry the rick- | sources are su boundless and diversified

bandman iz directly interested in the prosper-
ity of the mechanie, who is his bhest oncomer,
A single operntive in almost any breanch of
mm-hani:-a} art works wpa vastly meater a-
motint of raw malerial than ope  agricuitnrat
Inborer can grow, and produces a moch larger
quantity of the mumafaetured article than one
laborer can consume. Three thonsand spin-
ners, weavers, drers and finishers, will convert
into dressed cloth all the wool =rows in Ver-
mont, and the cloth they will produce wouold
furpish two full suite & vear to every male in-
Tn the case of ruttons,

Iaborer & consumed by one man-

| holds trure, in general, of all the mechanie arts.
| The obvious reason of this dispropartion be-

tween the resules of labor is, that the mechan-
e Pcr!'uﬂm the beaviest portion of hiz work-byv

away —The paint which embellishcs tenids also rm::-f_mnir:l -.-nrllﬁﬂm':t'-“ ‘Y_!'li"h press into b
to preserve, and the shade trees not anly furnish | serviee the inexhanstible inorganic forces of
o protection against the exhansting heats of sum- | nature, and enable a single individual to wield
mer, but they serve, if thickly planted, 1o break [ more than the strength of a thousand, while
the fury of the blast of winter, and in the end they | the agricultorist accomplisheshis task by mege
Wal hone and sinew, the unaided force of man and

beast, and looks to the comparatively feeble
and uncertain powers of erganized nature, to
bring abou wished for remlt.  There is

A farmer, whwlanulicr reason why the mechauie arts are of

vetually increasing valoe to the
They are constantly discover-

mand for the raw material. \\'h9 ¢an com-
pute the increased value tlmt_tbc: invention of
paper hasgiven to vegetalle fibrous substince,

or that of cxplosive p to cotton ”
How many acres has the uve of starch in man-
ufacturing added to the culture atoe,

and how many ficld laborers find em

rural srrangements, is that all these tend 1o foster | in growing wadder and the teaxie 7" 1he
rixing and adven- Ifnm:rr is interested in the .
linle—1 | workshop, hecause it offers & market for his
mean a feeling of attachment to his home, and by | raw material and his mrrhr-c fienl, furnishes

ttw of the

eeeupation in mechanical employments, xod
thereby reduces the mumber of rival lsborers
in agricultnre, and cheaply supplics him with
wares and implements, which must otherwise
he, in the wlr.'![: ol the homely froverb, ‘farc
fetched and dear boughe!

But besides these consideralions, these

and the seductions of the hoasted greatness and | 5.0 Giher roasons ol » lugher characiey w8y
Sa - st | =
exaggerated fertility of the West. A som of Ver- | 10 (armer, in common with all wise and

good cilizens, shojild esteem the mechanic
arts in nn rmineni degree worthy of patron
and encourngement, erpecinliy w A&
A natuarsl e
I



